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Paragraph 1 PURPOSE

1.1 The signatories of this Institutional Agreement have decided that a co-ordinated international effort is needed to sustainably continue the assessment and monitoring of biodiversity in areas of conservation concern through All Taxa Biodiversity Inventories + Monitoring (ATBI+M). For this purpose, the signers of this Institutional Agreement will encourage the participation of their staff in taxonomic field work.
1.2 The Memoranda of Understanding initiated by the EDIT project are intended to encourage and gradually improve collaboration and integration of the signatory institutions in the field of taxonomy. The MoUs provide evidence of concrete and specific developments in collaboration which build on the general commitment set out in the EDIT Contract and Consortium Agreement.
1.3 In view of the termination of the EC-funded EDIT project period, the present Institutional Agreement was devised with the aim of continued collaboration of the institutions in the framework of CETAF (Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities).

Paragraph 2 GENERAL DEFINITIONS

2.1 EDIT Partner: A legal entity that acceded to the EDIT Contract.

2.2 Participant: Any institution or organisation that has signed this Institutional Agreement and has expressed its intention to observe the provisions herein. 

2.3 EDIT Contract: The legally binding document signed by the Commission of the European Communities, Research Directorate-General, and the contractor (CDC) acting as coordinator of the EDIT consortium. To this contract legal entities (the EDIT partners) acceded as contractors assuming the rights and obligations established by the contract. The EDIT Contract (No 018340 - GOCE) is in the Sixth Framework Programme Sub-priority 1.1.6.3 “Global change and ecosystems”. 

2.4 EDIT Consortium Agreement: The formal agreement that the EDIT Partners concluded amongst themselves for the implementation of the EDIT Contract. 

2.5 CETAF: The Belgian international non-profit association ‘Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities’ (CETAF).

2.6 CETAF General meeting: The general governing body of CETAF as defined in the CETAF Statute.
Paragraph 3 GENERAL OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this Institutional Agreement are:

· To raise public awareness and strengthen utilisation of European capacities for end users of taxonomic information in biodiversity conservation, particularly for biodiversity inventories, assessments, and monitoring
· To mobilise and integrate European taxonomic expertise for undertaking and contributing to biodiversity inventories, assessments, and monitoring, especially in areas of conservation concern
· To sustain a European ATBI+M task force for conducing biodiversity inventories, assessments and monitoring both within and outside Europe
· To provide and update comprehensive biodiversity inventories as a sound baseline for monitoring of selected areas of conservation concern.
Paragraph 4 AGREEMENT

4.1 The Participants recognise the value of ATBI+M efforts for assessing and monitoring the biodiversity in areas of conservation concern within and outside Europe.
4.2 The Participants will encourage their scientific staff to contribute to ATBI+M efforts and recognize these activities as part of their duties.

4.3 The Participants will support the formation of inter-institutional expert teams, so as to strengthen integration of the European taxonomic expertise and to increase the efficiency of these human resources in assessing the biodiversity of ATBI+M sites.
Paragraph 5: COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURES

5.1 Hosting Institution

5.1.1. The initial hosting institution under this agreement is the Museum für Naturkunde – Leibniz Institute for Research on Evolution and Biodiversity at the Humboldt University Berlin.

5.1.2. A new hosting institution can be determined by means of voting of the Participants and will be reviewed every three years.
5.2 Activity coordinator
The activity is coordinated by a person designated by the hosting institution. 

5.3 Voting

5.3.1. In all decisions, including recommendations for new versions of this Institutional Agreement, the Participants should strive to work by consensus whenever possible. If consensus is not reached after reasonable attempts have been made, then decisions will be made by a super-majority of the Participants.

5.3.2. A super-majority vote is the affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the Participants. 

5.3.3. Issues that require a decision by voting must be circulated in writing (in electronic or postal form) to all Participants at least 3 weeks before the voting deadline. 

5.3.4. Voting takes place in face-to-face meetings, by telephone, Internet, video conference, or other practical means determined in advance by the activity coordinator.

Paragraph 6 AMENDMENTS AND CHANGES

6.1 Paragraph 4 of this Institutional Agreement may be amended to support textual improvements, updating of nomenclature or any other minor change which does not alter the original intention of the paragraph. Any more substantial changes should be effected by termination of this Institutional Agreement and its substitution with another. 

6.2 An amendment to the text of the Institutional Agreement is proposed to the activity coordinator by a Participant. The proposal is circulated among the Participants. Taking into account comments received, the activity coordinator issues a recommendation within 6 weeks of the original proposal. The amendment is coming into effect by unanimous vote of those Participants who participate in the vote, abstentions being not considered a vote.

Paragraph 7 ASSOCIATION AND DISASSOCIATION OF PARTICIPANTS

7.1 Association of Participants

Association with this Institutional Agreement is open to all EDIT partners and CETAF members, and to any other institution or organisation that may assist EDIT and the CETAF to achieve its goals outlined in this Agreement. Such association becomes effective upon signature of this Agreement.

7.2 Disassociation of Participants

Any Participant may disassociate itself from this Institutional Agreement by advising the activity coordinator in writing of its intention to do so and of the effective date. 

Paragraph 8 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

This Institutional Agreement adheres to the provisions with respect to Intellectual Property Rights as specified in Article 14, Annex II, Part C of the EDIT Contract and in the EDIT Consortium Agreement (particularly Article 9). Additional provisions may be defined in Paragraph 4 of this Agreement.

Paragraph 9 DURATION

9.1 Duration

This Institutional Agreement has a duration of 3 years beyond the original EDIT project period, i.e. 1 March 2011 to 28 February 2014. 

9.2 Termination

The CETAF General Meeting may terminate this Institutional Agreement at any time. 

9.3 Prolongation

The CETAF General Meeting will be prompted by the activity coordinator about possible renewal of this Institutional Agreement by mid 2013. 

For <Institution name>

<Institution Address>

Signed at ________________ this _____ day of ______________, 20__.
<Authorised person name and title>
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