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A European network of 
biodiversity scientists

ALTER-Net
In a nutshell



About ALTER-Net

� An EU Network of Excellence

� EC funding for 5 years (2004-09)

� Aims:
� to better integrate European biodiversity research

� to develop more integrated biodiversity communication

Lasting integrationLasting integration

PanPan--EuropeanEuropean



Integrating expertise across Europe

� 24 partners – mainly research institutes

� 17 countries

� ~ 600 researchers



ALTER-Net expertise

� Researchers in 17 countries

� Terrestrial and freshwater habitats

� Impacts of pressures on biodiversity
� Climate change

� Land use and land use change

� Pollution
� Conservation

� Conservation conflicts

� Public attitudes to biodiversity
� European biodiversity policies

� Address local, regional and Europe-wide issues

… and more!… and more!



ALTER-Net resources

� Long-term environmental monitoring and research

� Important long-term data sets

� Natural and socio-economic scientists working together
� Tools and approaches for ...

� data sharing

� data analysis

� modelling



ALTER-Net and communication
Three main strands

� Researchers and the media

� Science and policy

� The public – better links with visitor centres

� Developing communication tools and approaches

� A communication framework



Biodiversity and the media
International Press Centre for Biodiversity

An online press centre

� A single portal for biodiversity research news and press releases

� Journalists, researchers, web masters, etc.

www.biodiversityresearch.net





> 3000 journalists receive regular updates

IPCB version 2

� More targeted: press releases can be sent to selected newspapers, magazines, 
etc… (based on language, nationality, topic,…).

� Ability to post video and audio files

� Photo service linking IPCB with image providers

� An interactive guide to making professional press releases

Biodiversity and the media
International Press Centre for Biodiversity

www.biodiversityresearch.net



Developing links with visitor centres*

*‘Visitor centres’ =
• Science discovery centres
• Natural history museums
• Zoos & aquaria
• Botanic gardens
• Visitor centres in national parks, etc.

+



� Partnerships between scientists and science communicators

� Biodiversity-related ‘stories’ and case studies from researchers

� Web-based communication tool: News and Views
� Pilot training progamme: ‘live science’ communication

Developing links with visitor centres
Main activities



� Good connections with ECSITE

� Small ‘interface group’ of scientists and visitor centre contacts

� Can we create a more formal group?
� Scientific researchers + communicators

� Focus on biodiversity, nature, etc.

� Share ideas and information
� Work together ... exhibitions, activities, films, etc.

� Jointly bid for funds

� Work mainly at European level

… ideas welcome!… ideas welcome!

Scientists and visitor centres
Towards a lasting partnership 



� Based on successful News and Views system at @Bristol

� Computer-based

� Allows people to explore current biodiversity issues
� Probes their views through multi-choice questions & free-text

� Stores all input in a database

� Can view the results and read other peoples’ views

���� � �����
Biodiversity communication tool



ALTER-Net’s ���� � ����� will:
� Be web-based

� Be designed to work in a visitor centre / public space
� Have a biodiversity / conservation focus

� Operate in many European countries

� Collect public views from across Europe
� Support multiple languages

� Be supported by the ALTER-Net research community

���� � �����
Biodiversity communication tool
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���� � �����
Biodiversity communication tool

Server
Database

Content
From scientists

All data 
collected and 

displayed

 

Internet 
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Live science training

� To train scientists to give interactive sessions direct to the public

� Working with ECSITE
� Focus on biodiversity topics

� Trained scientists will deliver at least one live science session

� Helps develop contacts with science visitor centres
� Pilot course this year – hopefully we can expand



Biodiversity researchers

IPCB

News and Views

Science Visitor
Centres

Shared
website

MeetingsPolicy
journal

PublicPress Policy makers

Putting it all together
ALTER-Net’s communication framework



An example
From research to stakeholders

Research 
results

Press 
release on 
IPCB

News 
story

News and 
views tool

Science visitor 
centres

Policy journal

Policy makers



arjs@ceh.ac.uk

www.alter-net.info


